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in 23 countries world 
wide!  
 

Including  Anguilla, Anti-
gua & Barbuda, Bahamas, 
Barbados, British Virgin  
Islands, Cape Verde,      
Colombia, Cook Islands, 
Dominican Republic, 
France, Kenya,  Montser-
rat, Puerto Rico, South  
Africa, South Korea, St. 
Croix, St. Vincent & The 
Grenadines, Seychelles, 
Trinidad & Tobago, New 
Zealand, Nevis, US Virgin 
Islands, Walesé and 
much more!  

S A N D W A T C H  
F O U N D A T I O N  

Our climate change wish list  
By Gillian Cambers & Paul Diamond 

"All we want this Christmas is a good deal in 
Copenhagen that would save our Planet Earth" 
said Vanessa Roseline, a student from the 
Seychelles.  
 ñHelp us continue seeing snow on Mount Kenya 
and Kilimanjaro by reducing global warming!ò 
said Gift Sakwa, a student from Kisumu Day 
School in Kenya.  
ñAbout the Copenhagen Summit, I hope all na-
tions get ready to act now!" said Gabriel Torres, 
a Sandwatcher from Puerto Rico.  
 
Did Vanessa, Gift and Gabriel, and millions like 
them, get their wish?  Time will tell, but prelimi-
nary indications are that the outcome of the Co-
penhagen Summit was merely a preliminary step 
on the long road to reach a worldwide legally 
binding agreement on carbon emissions that will 
keep global warming within acceptable and man-
ageable limits.  
 
Between 7th and 18th December 2009, high 
level representatives from 192 countries met in 
Copenhagen, Denmark, for the 2009 United Na-
tions Climate Change Conference, commonly 
known as the Copenhagen Summit. The original 
goal of the Summit, as laid out in the Bali Action 
Plan (2007) was to finalise a legally binding car-

bon emissions control agreement. However, 
despite extensive negotiations and several 
international meetings over the 2-year period 
between 2007 and 2009, this goal was not 
achieved in Copenhagen.  Instead, on the 
final day of the Copenhagen Summit, a Co-
penhagen Accord was recognised by the 
members present, although not unanimously 
approved. 
 
The key points of the Copenhagen Accord 
include the objective to keep the maximum 
temperature rise to below 2 degrees Celsius; 
the commitment to list developed country 
emission reduction targets, and mitigation 
action by developing countries;  short and 
long-term funding for immediate action; and 
mechanisms to support technology transfer 
and forestry. Further discussions are to be 
held at a UN Climate Conference in Mexico 
in 2010. 
 
Reactions to the Copenhagen Accord were 
mixed.  UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, 
said in a press release on 19th December 
2009 ñThis accord cannot be everything that 
everyone hoped for, but it is an essential 
beginning.ò    (continued on Page 4)  
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Will the Copenhagen Conference live 
up to it hype or is it all just so much hot 
air?  Time will tell. 

Sandwatch Directors, Dr. Gillian Cam-
bers and Paul Diamond, give a         
presentation at UNESCO HQ in Paris.  

Sandwatch representatives from eight 
countries took part in the Seminar. 

It was a real pleasure for Gillian and myself to attend 

The Paris Seminar on Climate Change Education , 

not only to represent Sandwatch at such an impor-

tant event, but also to meet many Sandwatch Team 

members from around the world, several of whom we 

previously knew only from email correspondence. In 

all Sandwatch representatives from eight (8) coun-

tries attended the Paris Seminar. 

It was great to finally meet Pascale Gabriel , the 

Sandwatch Coordinator for Mayotte  (who is our new 

French Programme Facilitator), as well as Sand-

watchers Gail Townsend and Jane Taurarii from 

The Cook Islands , Carol -Faye George from Anti-

gua & Barbuda, Laura Lee McIntosh from The 

Bahamas,  Monica Regisford -Douglin from Trini-

dad & Tobago, Jeanette Larue from Seychelles 

and Doris Ravai from Fiji.    

We were also pleasantly surprised when the Direc-

tor -General of UNESCO, Mr Koïchiro Matsuura in 

his opening address called ñSandwatch UNESCOôs 

Flag Ship Projectò.  High praise indeed!   

In addition the seminar also gave us the opportunity to present Sandwatch to an international audience 

of professional educators and scientists from a wide variety of disciplines.   

Two short videos of Gillian and myself giving a 15 minute presentation to the assembly are viewable on

-line at www.youtube.com/user/SandwatchFoundation .   

Our presentation was very well received and it gave us the opportunity to forge new friendships with 

many delegates who now want to start Sandwatch in their home countries or expand the existing pro-

ject into more schools around their countries, these include South Africa, Kiribati, UK, Maldives, 

Mauritius, New Zealand and Samoa  to name just a few.  Hopefully we will be hearing more from 

these new friends, so stay tuned!   Paul Diamond, Director, Sandwatch Foundation  

Sandwatchers well represented at Paris Seminar 

Welcome to the Ninth (9th) Edition of The Sandwatcher, the Official Voice of The Sandwatch Foundation. 

This issue focuses on hopes for The Copenhagen Climate Change Conference, together with numerous 

articles, photos and items of interest from Sandwatch Teams world wide as well as contributions from several 

colleagues and partners. 

Thanks to all of you, Sandwatch has become a recognized global environmental project. 

Just some of the highlights of this issue include... 

- Update on Sandwatch at The Seminar on Climate Change Education held in Paris, France 

- Details on The Sandwatch West African Workshop held in Cape Verde Islands 

- Sandwatch continues to expand in the Dominican Republic 

- A Sandwatch Regional Workshop Planned for Mauritius in June, 2010 

- Plans to expand Sandwatch into South Africa 

- Sandwatch Trinidad presents at Environmental Youth Conference in South Korea 

- Sandwatch plans a joint workshop with UNESCO and UK Govt, to be held in British Virgin Islands  

- Sandwatch featured in new �&�R�P�P�R�Q�Z�H�D�O�W�K���µ�&�O�L�P�D�W�H���&�K�D�Q�J�H���7�R�R�O�N�L�W�¶��publication. 

- Sandwatch expands into new schools in France, The Seychelles, Columbia and Anguilla.  

Plus amazing updates, stories and photos from Sandwatch Teams from 20 countries worldwide! 

Giving the keynote addresses at the Paris Semi-
nar were, Mr  Koïchiro Matsuura, Director-General 

of UNESCO (centre), P.F. Dam Kristensen, the 
Danish Ambassador to France (left) and Dr Patri-
cio Bernal, Assistant Director-General of UNESCO 

for the Intergovernmental Oceanographic  
Commission (right) 


