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Including ð Bahamas, 
Barbados, British Virgin  
Islands, Cape Verde,    
Columbia, Cook Islands, 
Cuba, Denmark, Domini-
can Republic, Dubai, 
Kenya, Montserrat, Nevis, 
New Zealand, Puerto 
Rico, St. Kitts, St. Croix, 
Seychelles,    St. Lucia, 
St. Vincent & the Grena-
dines, Trinidad & Tobago, 
Turks & Caicos Islands,  
US Virgin Islands...and 
much more!  

S A N D W A T C H  
F O U N D A T I O N  

A New Focus for Sandwatch  
By Gillian Cambers & Paul Diamond 

Adapting to Climate Change with Sandwatch  
Since 2007 Sandwatch has actively demon-
strated its intrinsic role in adaptation to climate 
change through targeted workshops, its website 
and newsletter, a video competition and other 
outreach activities.  With its vision of using sys-
tematic, scientific monitoring to contribute to the 
health and wellbeing of beach and coastal eco-
systems, Sandwatch groups around the world 
are helping to build ecosystem resilience.  A 
healthy beach ecosystem is better able to adapt 
to climate change than an unhealthy system.  To 
take a simple example, a wide beach backed by 
a coastal forest and fronted by a healthy coral 
reef will be better able to cope with the stresses 
of climate change ï rising sea levels, more 
storms especially intense ones, changing rainfall 
patterns and increasingly acidic oceans ï than a 
narrow beach, backed by a seawall and fronted 
by a dead coral reef.  Sandwatchôs vision of con-
tributing to healthy beach systems is also help-
ing those same systems adapt to climate 
change. 
Climate change is now a household word, and 
while we may not yet understand the full implica-
tions, we all know enough to be worried about 
the changes taking place around us.  Sandwatch 
provides an opportunity for us to demonstrate  

and share practical measures that we can 
undertake as individuals and groups to adapt 
to climate change.  In 2009 the Sandwatch 
Foundation was very fortunate to receive 
support from UNESCO and the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Denmark to maximise on 
this opportunity.  During 2009 and 2010, we 
will be working with Sandwatchers around 
the world to initiate a number of exciting  
interventions. 
The first of these interventions has been to 
rewrite the Sandwatch manual to integrate 
climate change into all the chapters.  This 
new manual has been tested by teachers 
from the Bahamas, Dominican Republic, 
Puerto Rico and the Turks and Caicos Is-
lands, who met in Hope Town, Bahamas for 
a workshop in June 2009.  This first draft of 
the new Sandwatch manual will be available 
on the website by early August 2009 and 
copies will also be sent to national Sand-
watch coordinators.  Please start testing the 
new climate change activities and send us 
your feedback. The manual contains many 
new and exciting activities.  We know that as 
sea levels rise, the water line retreats inland 
and the beach gets smaller.                   (cont 
Continued on Page 4  
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Details of the Sandwatch Climate 
Change Workshop held in Hope 
Town, Bahamas is  one of the fea-
tured articles in this issue 

The results of the Sandwatch Climate 
Change Video Contest are revealed 
on Page 3 

Sandwatch among the projects fea-
tured at ESD Conference in Bonn, Ger-
many�³Page 5 

The Sandwatch Foundation has entered into a partnership with UNESCO and the 

Government of Denmark for the implementation of a new project aimed at strengthen-

ing and developing use of Sandwatch as a resource for climate change education. With 

funding from the Government of Denmark, the project will see the development of a new 
edition of the Sandwatch manual, incorporating new material relating to observation of 
and adaptation to climate change, as well as Sandwatch networking and communica-
tion.  
  

Also under development is a Sandwatch global database that will allow Sandwatch 

teams to upload their observations and data, thereby allowing them to contribute to a 

global monitoring network for coastal areas. Finally, the project will see several training events and the 

development of a Sandwatch instructional DVD , serving to extend the reach of Sandwatch particularly 

in small island countries. 

 

In addition to Sandwatch, the Government of Denmark currently supports two related initiatives in part-

nership with UNESCO. ñOn the Frontlines of Climate Changeò is a global internet-based forum set 

up to highlight and share community-based experiences with climate change: impacts, opportunities 

and adaptation strategies. Climate Frontlines provides a platform for sharing observations, concerns 

and innovations, inviting contributions from small islands, indigenous peoples, and other vulnerable 

communities. Visit Climate Frontlines and share your observations at www.climatefrontlines.org  

  

Finally, UNESCO will host an international seminar on climate change education during 27-29 July 

2009. Experts from around the world will congregate at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris to discuss the 

development of guidelines for introducing climate change issues into school curricula. The Seminar will 

focus on the role of education in addressing climate change, linking the local, regional and global con-

texts with particular emphasis on the challenges faced by small island developing states. Sandwatch is 

among the educational resources that will be discussed at the seminar. 

  

All three projects take place at a time when Denmark is at the centre of the global debate on climate 

change. Denmark will host the United Nations Climate Conference in Copenhagen during 9-17 De-

cember 2009 , at which the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

will gather to negotiate the successor to the Kyoto Protocol.  

Danish Government to Support Sandwatch 

Welcome to the Eighth (8th) Edition of The Sandwatcher, the Official Voice of The Sandwatch Founda-
tion. 
This issue focuses on the activities and results of the Sandwatch Climate Change Video Contest, together 

with numerous articles, photos and items of interest from Sandwatch Teams world wide as well as contribu-

tions from several colleagues and partners. 

Clearly Sandwatch has become a recognized global environmental project, thanks to all of you. 

 

Just some of the highlights of this issue include... 

- Update on Sandwatch at The Education for Sustainable Development Conference in Bonn, Germany 
- Details on The Sandwatch Climate Change Workshop held in �+�R�S�H���7�R�Z�Q�����%�D�K�D�P�D�V�����-�X�Q�H���µ������ 

- Significant new support given to Sandwatch by The Government of Denmark 
- Plans to expand Sandwatch into West Africa via a Train-the-Trainers Workshop on Cape Verde Island 
- Sandwatch Foundation and UNESCO to issue a 3rd Edition of The Sandwatch Manual 
- Sandwatch featured in several new publications 

- Sandwatch to be featured at UNESCO Climate Change Education Seminar in Paris, �-�X�O�\���µ���� 

Plus amazing updates, stories and photos from Sandwatch teams from 23 countries worldwide! 


